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node). While discussing the significance of the star
Dhanishtha, the conquest of Rajo guna which is
characteristic of Rahu has been explained. The significance
of the period of Rahu in the present context will
now be considered. As has been mentioned all through,
the gunas of Rajas and Thamas bind man by engaging
him in the transactions of the world, which is in conflict
with the Pure Sathvic or Iswara state. The first duty
of any one is to prevent these gunas of Rajas and
Thamas from forcing us into worldly affairs. This duty
comes under significance of Dhanishtha. After dislodging
the Rajas and Thamas from worldly affairs, the pure
Sathva guna absorbs them in-to its subtle form. This
explains the presence of .Rahu's period at this stage,
in association with the star Shathabhisha. Before creation,
the Rajo and Tamo Gunas are concealed in minute
form in the Pure Sathva guna itself. "At the time 'of
creation, they come out of the Pure Sathva, and commence
their adverse transactions. The significance of Rahu (the
ascending node) here is the restriction of these adverse
transactions that cause man's bondage by re-assimilating
them into Pure Sathva.

The historical background of Rahu and Kethu (Moon's
nodes) may be breifly pointed out here. Two demons
by name Hiranyaksha and Hiranya Kasipu are of Puramc
fame. On account of a certain incident, Jay a and Vijaya,
the attendants of Lord Sriman Narayana fell under a
curse, and were born as the above demons inimical
to Lord Narayana. Rahu is the son of Hiranyakasha's
sister, Simhike. When the whole world was under water,
theTDevas and the Rakshasas churned the ocean taking
the Divine Serpent Vasuki as the churning rope, holding
it on opposite sides y and churned the water to get
the earth from water. While churning, the Devas and